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From the Supervisor’s Desk 
Fiber Optics Coming Soon 
Danby Township Board has agreed to move forward with Tri-County Homeworks to run 7.46 miles of fiber 
optics which could be used to provide fiber optic internet service to approximately 220 homes.    
 
I want to thank the many residents who work the elections, sit on various boards and committees, and 
encourage all residents to get involved, you can make a difference! 
  
Special thanks to Bill Brown for his many years of dedicated service to the township residents.  Most 
recently Bill served on the Planning Commission (PC) and Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA). 
 
Service to your township is important to keep the township running smoothly.  Danby Township has an 
immediate need of: 
1 Planning Commission (PC) member 
2 Board of Review (BOR) members 
1 Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) member  
 
 If you are interested or have questions about Township government, please visit our website at 
www.danbytwp.org or call your Township Supervisor at 517-994-8086. 
 
Be safe, courteous and stay healthy. 
 
Daniel Platte, Danby Township Supervisor 
 
From the Treasurer 
I’d like to take this opportunity to thank Danby Township residents for electing me, Michele Hoppes, as 
their current Treasurer. I have resided in the township since 1991 and feel my accounting background 
and numerous years of customer service experience will allow me to effectively and efficiently serve the 
residents. Feel free to contact me on my cell at 517-819-2968 or email mhoppes1@danbytownship.org 
if you have any questions or concerns. I look forward to working with you all! 
 
REMINDER: Township residents can make their tax payments online by visiting Danbytwp.org and 
utilizing the online payments link, or mailing to P.O. Box 566, Portland, MI 48875, or utilizing the black 
drop box located at the township hall. PLEASE DO NOT place your tax payments in the AV Ballot drop 
box (red, white and blue) as that may delay payment postings. 
 

Zoning 

The Township Zoning Ordinance regulates various uses of land with setbacks, applications, permits, 

review process, parking, definitions, private roads, variances and other specific information and 

regulations. There are two categories of home businesses and they each have standards that must be 

http://www.danbytwp.org/


met.  There are types that are conducted completely within the home such as art, office work, 

architect, crafts or within an accessory building such as woodworking, auto repair, wood shop or that 

are conducted elsewhere like landscaping or excavation.  

 

A zoning permit is required for: 

• in-home businesses  

• a special use permit is required for businesses more commercial in nature or within an 

accessory building.                                                                                                                                                       

• new construction except storage buildings under 200 square feet and those buildings must 

meet accessory building setbacks.   

• agriculture buildings and there are minimum setbacks from lot lines and the street right of 

way.    

 

Zoning compliance or home business applications and other information are available on the website 

(www.danbytwp.org).   Zoning applications for construction are within the bulletin board  cabinet on 

the outside wall of the Township Hall.  Contact the Zoning Administrator for any questions or to 

request an application at mhoppes.danbyzoning@gmail.com or 616-755-6282 Mitchel Hoppes 

 

From the Assessor   

What is a Principal Residence Exemption (PRE)? 

A Principal Residence Exemption (PRE) exempts a residence from the tax levied by a local school district for 

school operating purposes up to 18 mills. Section 211.7cc and 211.7dd of the General Property Tax Act, Public 

Act 206 of 1893, as amended, addresses PRE claims. To qualify for a principal residence exemption on a 

dwelling, MCL 211.7cc requires that the property be: (1) owned by a qualified owner as defined by MCL 

211.7dd(a); (2) occupied as a principal residence by that owner of the property; (3) none of the disqualifying 

factors listed in MCL 211.7cc(3) apply; and (4) claimed by the owner of the property by filing an affidavit with 

the local tax collecting unit in which the property is located.  

This exemption is a substantial savings for those who qualify. 

How do you know if you already claim the Homeowners Principal Residence Exemption? 

Check the right side of your tax bill, or check your assessment notice that is mailed every February and look for 

the line that says "% Exempt as "Homeowners Principal Residence". 
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If the property is your principal residence, this percentage should show a number up to 100%. 

If you qualify for the exemption, but see a 0% on your tax bill, please send the assessor's office a copy of a 

completed Principal Residence Exemption affidavit to: Danby Twp Assessor, PO BOX 175, LOWELL, MI 49331 to 

claim the exemption.  A fillable Principal Residence Exemption affidavit can be found at Michigan.gov. 

Burn Permits   
If you plan to do some burning, please contact your fire district during business hours for a permit.  There 
is no cost for a permit, but it can prevent an unnecessary and costly fire run.  Keep in mind that there 
will be a $500.00 charge for a fire run resulting from an illegal fire.  Portland 647-4111, Roxand 649-8332, 
Sunfield 566-8872.   
 
As a reminder, Portland Area Fire Authority has implemented a one-year burn permit process.  Residents 
can complete a burn permit affidavit, with general information: address, phone numbers and driver’s 
license number, online or at the department.  Go online to get permit at www.portlandfiremi.com.  Once 
the affidavit is completed, you are required to either go online to www.portlandfiremi.com or call the 
hot line 647-4111 and check for any burn restrictions.  If there are none, you can burn.  Of course, general 
burning restrictions apply to what you can burn.   
 
Township Mailing Address  
All township mail should be sent to: 
Danby Township 
P.O. Box 566  
Portland, MI 48875  
Residents may also use the black drop box located at the hall for property taxes and other township 
business.  
 

http://www.portlandfiremi.com/
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