
Danby Township Special Meeting
March 27, 2025

The Special Meeting was called to order at 7:22 P.М.

Present: Supervisor Platte, Trustee Schafer, Trustee Nurenberg, Treasurer Hoppes,
Clerk Platte

Approval of Agenda- Add under new business – #10 - Tax Receipts Mailing and #11-

Waivers for Interest Free Checking
MOTION by D. Platte Seconded by Schafer

Motion to approve the agenda as amended.

NEW BUSINESS:

CARRIED

Assessor Contract - The contract for Assessor Heather Hoffman was for 3 years with

1651 parcels at a cost of $18.55 per parcel for a total of $30,626.05/year; $2,552.17 per

month.

Motion by K. Platte Seconded by Hoppes CARRIED

Approve the 3- year Assessor contract for Heather Hoffman at a cost of

$30,626.05 per year and allow the Supervisor and Clerk to sign.

Zoning Administrator Contract - The contract for Zoning Administrator Mitchel

Hoppes was for 2025 - 2027 at a cost of $21,600.00/year; $1800.00 per month.

Motion by K. Platte Seconded by Schafer CARRIED

Approve the 2025-2027 Zoning Administrator contract for Mitchel Hoppes at a

cost of $21,600.00 per year and allow the Supervisor and Clerk to sign.

Re-appoint 2-Planning Commission Members (Christina Bahr and Chris Lufkin) -

Supervisor Platte asked to reappoint Christina Bahr and Chris Lufkin to the Planning

Commission.

Seconded by Hoppes CARRIED
Motion by D. Platte

Re-appoint Christina Bahr and Chris Lufkin to the Planning Commission.

Budget Amendments 2024/2025 Budget Year - Clerk Platte presented the board with

proposed budget amendments and asked for permission to make necessary budget

amendments to the 2024/2025 budget.

Motion by K. Platte Seconded by Hoppes CARRIED

Approve the 2024/2025 budget amendments presented by Clerk Platte and allow

her to make necessary amendments to the 2024/2025 budget.

Budget Adoption-2025/2026 by General Appropriation Act by Resolution-

General Appropriations Act

A resolution to establish a general appropriations act for Danby Township; to define the powers

and duties of the Danby Township officers in relation to the administration of the budget; and
 to

provide remedies for refusal or neglect to comply with the requirements of this resolution.

The Board of Trustees of Danby Township ordains (resolves):

Section 1: Title

This resolution shall be known as the Danby Township General Appropriations Act.

Section 2: Chief Administrative Officer

The Supervisor shall be the Chief Administrative Officer and shall perform the duties of the Chief

Administrative Officer enumerated in this act.
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Section 3: Fiscal Officer

The Clerk shall be the Fiscal Officer and shall perform the duties of the Fiscal Officer enumerated

in this act.

Section 4: Public Hearings on the Budget

For general law townships: Pursuant to MCLA 141.412, notice of a public hearing on the
proposed budget was published in a newspaper of general circulation on February 27, 2025, and

a public hearing on the proposed budget was held on March 27, 2025.

Section 5: Estimated Revenues

Estimated township general fund revenues for fiscal year 2025/2026, revenues shall total

$851,155.13.

Section 6: Millage Levy

The Danby Township Board shall cause to be levied and collected the general property tax on all
real and personal property within the township upon the current tax roll an amount equal to 2.54

mills as set forth by the Tax Allocation Board (or as authorized under state law and approved by

the electorate).

Section 7: Estimated Expenditures

Estimated township general fund expenditures for fiscal year 2025/2026 for the various township
activities are as follows: (refer to printed 2025/2026 budget); expenditures shall total

$851,155.13.

Section 8: Adoption of Budget by Reference
The general fund budget of Danby Township is hereby adopted by reference, with revenues and

activity expenditures as indicated in Sections 5 and 7 of this act.

Section 9: Adoption of Budget by Line Item

The Board of Trustees of Danby Township adopts the 2025/2026 fiscal year general fund budget
by line item. Township officials responsible for the expenditures authorized in the budget may

expend township funds up to, but not to exceed, the total appropriation authorized for each line

item. No transfers of line item appropriations shall be made without prior board approval by

budget amendment.

Section 10: Appropriation not a Mandate to Spend

Appropriations will be deemed maximum authorizations to incur expenditures. The fiscal officer

shall exercise supervision and control to ensure that expenditures are within appropriations, and

shall not issue any town order for expenditures that exceed appropriations.

Section 11: Transfer Authority (if desired)
The Chief Administrative Officer shall have the authority to make transfers among the line items

without prior board approval, if the amount to be transferred does not exceed ($5000.00) or (25

%) of the appropriation item from which the transfer is to be made, whichever is less. The Board

shall be notified at its next meeting of any such transfers made, and reserves the right to modify,
amend or nullify any such transfers made. Under no circumstances may the total general fund

budget be changed without prior board approval.

Section 12: Allotment of Appropriations (if desired)

No later than the first day of the fiscal year, each department, board or commission of Danby

Township shall submit to the Chief Administrative Officer a statement of proposed allotments of

appropriations based on expected periodic requirements. The Chief Administrative Officer shall
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review, modify or approve the proposed allotment plan for any cost center. Any board member

that has just cause to purchase office items pertaining to their job/job duties may be reimbursed

within 5 days of the purchase by the Danby Township Board out of the appropriate general fund

account.

Section 13: Periodic Fiscal Reports

The fiscal officer shall transmit to the board at the end of each of the first three quarters, and at

the end of each month occurring during the fourth quarter, a report of financial operations,

including, but not limited to:

a. a summary statement of the actual financial condition of the general fund at the end

of the previous quarter (July);

b. a summary statement showing the receipts and expenditures and encumbrances for

the previous quarter (October) and for the current fiscal year to the end of the previous

quarter (January);

c. a detailed list of:

i. expected revenues by major source as estimated in the budget; actual receipts

to date for the current fiscal year compared with actual receipts for the same

period in the prior fiscal year; the balance of estimated revenues to be collected

in the then current fiscal year; and any revisions in revenue estimates resulting

from collection experience to date.

ii. for each cost center: the amount appropriated; the amount charged to each

appropriation in the previous quarter (month) for the current fiscal year and as

compared with the same period in the prior fiscal year; the unencumbered

balance of appropriations; and any revisions in the estimate of expenditures.

Section 14: Limit on Obligations and Payments

No obligation shall be incurred against, and no payment shall be made from any appropriation

account unless there is a sufficient unencumbered balance in the appropriation and sufficient

funds are or will be available to meet the obligation.

Section 15: Budget Monitoring

Whenever it appears to the Chief Administrative Officer or the Township Board that the actual

and probable revenues in any fund will be less than the estimated revenues upon which

appropriations from such fund were based, and when it appears that expenditures shall exceed

an appropriation, the Chief Administrative Officer shall present to the township board

recommendations to prevent expenditures from exceeding available revenues or app
ropriations

for the current fiscal year. Such recommendations shall include proposals for reducing

appropriations, increasing revenues, or both.

Section 16: Violations of This Act

Any obligation incurred, or payment authorized in violation of this resolution shall be void and

shall subject any responsible official(s) or employee(s) to disciplinary action as outlined in Public

Act 621 of 1978).

Section 17: Board Adoption

Motion made by K. Platte, seconded by Nurenberg to adopt the foregoing (resolution). 
Upon roll

call vote, the following voted aye: Schafer, Hoppes, Nurenberg, K. Platte, D. Pl
atte. The following

voted nay: none. The Clerk declared the motion carried and the resolution duly adopted on the
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27th day of March 2025.

Kristina Platte

Township Clerk

Meeting Dates - Clerk Platte presented the following proposed 2025-2026 meeting dates:

May 29, 2025
June 26, 2025

July 31, 2025

August 28, 2025 December 18, 2025

September 25, 2025 January 29, 2026
October 30, 2025 February 26, 2026

November 20, 2025 March 19, 2026

Seconded by K. Platte CARRIED
March 26, 2026 Annual Meeting
Motion by Schafer

Approve the 2025/2026 meeting dates as presented. There will be no April meeting.

The meetings begin at 7:00 P.M. at the Danby Township Hall, 13122 Charlotte Hwy.
Please go online to www.danbytwp.org for a printable copy of board member contact

information and meeting dates.

Allocation Report-Clerk Platte needs to submit an annual allocation report to the

Equalization Board in order to get our allocation. It needs to be signed by the clerk and

the supervisor.

MOTION by K. Platte Seconded by Hoppes CARRIED

Move to authorize the clerk and supervisor to sign and submit the annual

allocation report to the Equalization Board.

Depositories- Treasurer Hoppes presented the following proposed depositories:
Independent Bank, Huntington Bank, Portland Federal Credit Union, Union Bank, Eaton
Community Bank, Mercantile Bank, Fifth Third Bank and MSU Federal Credit Union.

MOTION by K. Platte Seconded by Hoppes CARRIED

Approve the depositories as presented by Treasurer Hoppes for 2025/2026.

ICRD Gravel Locations for 2025 – The cost of gravel for 2025 is $66,250.00.

Supervisor Platte requested an additional $10,000.00 to repair Clintonia Road for a total

cost of $76,421.00. The locations will be Clintonia Road South of Tupper Lake Road,
Clintonia Road North of Grand River Avenue. A road inspection will be done by

Supervisor Platte and Trustee Schafer along with the ICRD Supervisor to determine

remaining gravel locations for 2025.

Motion by Schafer Seconded by K. Platte CARRIED

Approve the total cost of approximately $76,421.00 for 2025 gravel locations and

repair of Clintonia Road.
Tax Receipts Mailing - Treasurer Hoppes reported a possible savings of $1800.00 by

not mailing out tax receipts to everyone in the township. There are less than 1% of the

residents or companies that request a receipt.

Motion by Nurenberg Seconded by D. Platte CARRIED

Allow Treasurer to not send tax receipts unless a resident or company requests

them and put a notice in the Township Newsletter that this will be effective Winter 2026.

Waivers for Interest Free Checking - Treasurer Hoppes stated because Danby has an

interest bearing checking account, she needs permission to send a waiver to the taxing

authorities asking them to waive their interest.

Motion by Hoppes Seconded by Nurenberg CARRIED

Allow Treasurer Hoppes to send waivers to taxing authorities for interest on the

checking account.
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2025 Summer Newsletter -

Motion by D. Platte Seconded by Nurenberg CARRIED

Grant permission to send a 2025 summer newsletter with tax bills.

Bills: None.

Public Comment- none

Adjournment:
Motion by Nurenberg

Adjourn special meeting at 8:02 p.m.

Seconded by Hoppes CARRIED

tRAA

Kristina Platte, Danby Twp. Clerk
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The Regular Meeting was held at The Danby Township Hall 13122 Charlotte Hwy, Sunfield, Mi and was

opened at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll Call of Board Members:

Present: Supervisor Platte, Trustee Nurenberg, Trustee Schafer, Treasurer Hoppes, Clerk Platte

Approval of Regular Meeting Minutes March 20, 2025:

Motion by D. Platte Seconded by Schafer

Approve regular meeting minutes March 20, 2025 as presented.

Approval of Public Hearing Minutes March 27, 2025:

Motion by Hoppes Seconded by D. Platte

Approve public hearing minutes March 27, 2025 as presented.

Approval of Budget Hearing Minutes March 27, 2025:

Motion by Hoppes Seconded by Schafer

Approve budget hearing minutes March 27, 2025 as presented.

Approval of Special Meeting Minutes March 27, 2025:

Motion by D. Platte Seconded by Hoppes

Approve special meeting minutes March 27, 2025 as presented.

CARRIED

CARRIED

CARRIED

CARRIED

Approval of Agenda: Add #2 under new business - City of Portland Recreation Contribution

Motion by D. Platte Seconded by K. Platte

Approve the agenda as amended.

CARRIED

Communications:

Motion by K. Platte Seconded by Hoppes CARRIED

Place Communications on file.

Public Comment: Supervisor Platte allowed 5 minutes to each of the 3- Winters Family members (Jim

Winters, Linda Winters and Josh Winters) to discuss their noise nuisance complaint regarding the

neighbor's music.

Unfinished Business:

Township Fiber Optics - Supervisor Platte stated the main line for fiber optics (Cutler Road to Peake

Road) should be hooked up within the next couple months.

Risk Assessment Meeting - Supervisor Platte will present more information at future meetings.

New Business:

Tax Assessing Audit - No action needed.
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City of Portland Recreation Contribution Request - The Danby Township Board and City of Portland

officials went through the Annual Report for the recreation department. The City of Portland asked for a

contribution of $15,500.00.

Zoning and Assessing: Mitchel Hoppes presented his Zoning Administrator report. Heather Hoffman was

not in attendance to present the Assessor report.

Commission and Committee Reports:

Road Issues - Supervisor Platte stated the brine is done, and gravel will be put down in the next couple

weeks.

Officer Reports:

Fire Runs - 2 fire runs in March 1 fire run in April, for a total of 5 for the 2025 year.

Bills - The bills were presented and Clerk Platte asked permission to pay additional bills: Foster, Swift,

Collins and Smith in the amount of $76.50, Family, Farm and Home in the amount of $120.00, Hutson's

Inc in the amount of $34.40.

Seconded by Hoppes CARRIED
Motion by K. Platte

Pay the bills as presented along with: Foster, Swift, Collins and Smith in the amount of $76.50,

Family, Farm and Home in the amount of $120.00, Hutson's Inc in the amount of $34.40.

Treasurer's Report – Treasurer Hoppes presented the balances as of April 30, 2025, as $893,069.63.

Treasurer Hoppes also presented the board with a monthly report detailing her actions for the month.

Motion by Hoppes Seconded by K. Platte
CARRIED

Sign contract with BS&A Software for tax software and approve the first payment of $2700.00.

Treasurer Hoppes also stated that Lakewood Schools didn't sign interest tax waiver for 2016-2024.

Motion by Hoppes to Seconded by D. Platte CARRIED

Any financial institution for fraud protection allow Treasurer Hoppes to pay fee for this service.

Cemetery Business: Cemetery Sexton Bill Nurenberg stated there were 2-full burials in May. There was a

water break in the old section that was repaired. He will be ordering topsoil soon and will be checking

around for prices and quality. He also stated that new flags need to be ordered for the township.

Supervisor Platte suggested he look at flags that at purchasing flags that are made in America.

Announcements: The next regular meeting is Thursday June 26, 2025 @ 7:00 p.m.

Public Comment: Trustee Schafer discussed the contribution with the City of Portland.

Adjournment:

Motion by Hoppes Seconded by Schafer

Adjourn the meeting at 9:20 p.m.

CARRIED
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inhi  Rtt
Kristina Platte

Danby Township Clerk
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The Regular Meeting was held at The Danby Township Hall 13122 Charlotte Hwy, Sunfield, Mi and was

opened at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll Call of Board Members:

Present: Supervisor Platte, Trustee Nurenberg, Treasurer Hoppes, Clerk Platte

Absent: Schafer

Approval of Regular Meeting Minutes May 29, 2025:

Motion by Hoppes Seconded by D. Platte

Approve regular meeting minutes May 29, 2025 as presented.

CARRIED

Approval of Agenda: Add #1 under new business - Move July meeting date.

Motion by D. Platte Seconded by K. Platte

Approve the agenda as amended.

CARRIED

Communications:

Motion by K. Platte Seconded by Hoppes

Place Communications on file.

CARRIED

Public Comment: A resident from Sunfield Township had questions regarding the S/S/D Fire district and

its millage.

Trustee Schafer arrived at 7:14 p.m.

Unfinished Business:

Township Fiber Optics - Supervisor Platte stated the fiber optics project is ahead of schedule and

connections should start within the next 5 weeks.

Risk Assessment Meeting - Supervisor Platte will present more information at future meetings. He is in

the process of sending the Risk Assessment to the township attorney for review and guidance.

New Business:

Move July 2025 Regular Meeting Date: Supervisor Platte and Clerk Platte will not be able to attend the

July 31, 2025, regular meeting and asked if it could be moved to July 24, 2025.

Motion by D. Platte Seconded by K. Platte CARRIED

Move the July Regular Meeting from July 31, 2025, to July 24, 2025 at 7:00 p.m.

Zoning and Assessing: Mitchel Hoppes presented his Zoning Administrator report. Heather Hoffman

presented her Assessor report.

Commission and Committee Reports:

Road Issues - Supervisor Platte stated the brine is done, including the dead-end roads.

Officer Reports:

Fire Runs - 5 fire runs in May, for a total of 10 for the 2025 year.
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Bills - The bills were presented and Clerk Platte asked permission to pay an additional bill: City of

Portland in the amount of $2067.88.

Motion by K. Platte Seconded by Hoppes CARRIED

Pay the bills as presented along with: City of Portland in the amount of $2067.88.

Treasurer's Report - Treasurer Hoppes presented the balances as of May 31, 2025, as $1,038,478.69.

Treasurer Hoppes also presented the board with a monthly report detailing her actions for the month.

Motion by D. Platte Seconded by Schafer

Place Treasurer Report on file.

CARRIED

Cemetery Business: Cemetery Sexton Bill Nurenberg stated there were 2-full burials in June and 1-

creamation. He discussed the getting a price to have the oil leak in the cemetery tractor repaired from

Hutson's Inc.

Announcements: The next regular meeting is Thursday July 24, 2025 @ 7:00 p.m.

Adjournment:

Motion by Schafer Seconded by Hoppes CARRIED

Adjourn the meeting at 8:21 p.m.

Lt Plst
Kristina Platte

Danby Township Clerk
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The Regular Meeting was held at The Danby Township Hall 13122 Charlotte Hwy, Sunfield, Mi and was

opened at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll Call of Board Members:

Present: Supervisor Platte, Trustee Schafer, Trustee Nurenberg, Treasurer Hoppes, Clerk Platte

Approval of Regular Meeting Minutes June 26, 2025:

Motion by Hoppes Seconded by Schafer

Approve regular meeting minutes June 26, 2025, as presented.

CARRIED

Approval of Agenda: Add #5 under new business - Special Use Permit for Little Buck's Child Care.

Motion by K. Platte Seconded by Hoppes CARRIED

Approve the agenda as amended.

Communications:

Motion by K. Platte Seconded by D. Platte

Place Communications on file.

CARRIED

Public Comment: none

Unfinished Business:

Township Fiber Optics - Supervisor Platte stated the fiber optics project is ahead of schedule. The wire

is down for 100% of the houses and needs to be ran to the structures.

New Business:

Township Hall Backup Generator - Supervisor Platte will be filling out paperwork for a grant of up to

$5,000.00 toward the cost of a backup generator for the township hall. Trustee Schafer suggested

looking at the Briggs brand of backup generators.

Poverty Guidelines-

DANBY TOWNSHIP, IONIA COUNTY, MICHIGAN

GUIDELINES AND ASSET LEVEL TEST FOR POVERTY EXEMPTION

Township Resolution # 2025-25 dated: July 24, 2025

WHEREAS, the General Property Tax Act, MCL 211.7u, states that the homestead of persons who, in the

judgment of the supervisor and board of review, by reason of poverty, are unable to contribute to the

public charges is eligible for exemption in whole or part from taxation under the General Property Tax

Act; and

WHEREAS, a township board is required by MCL 211.7u to adopt guidelines and an asset level test for

the poverty exemption;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED, pursuant to MCL 211.7u, that DANBY Township, lonia

County, Michigan, adopts the following guidelines for the Board of Review to implement.
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POVERTY EXEMPTION GUIDELINES AND ASSET LEVEL TEST

The Board of Review must grant:

A full exemption (100% reduction in taxable value),

Or a partial exemption (25%, 50%, 75%, or any percentage approved by the State Tax

Commission)

If the applicant meets the eligibility requirements. Guidance for a partial exemption is provided in the

attached State Tax Commission document titled:

STATE TAХ СOMMISSION POLICY REGARDING REQUESTS FOR PERCENTAGE REDUCTIONS IN TAXABLE

VALUE FOR POVERTY EXEMPTIONS UNDER MCL 211.7u.

Eligibility Requirements

To be eligible for exemption under MCL 211.7u, an applicant must annually do all of the following:

1. Ownership & Occupancy: Must own and occupy the property as their Principal Residence

(defined in MCL 211.7dd).

2. Submit Required Forms to the Assessor- every question must be answered and completed:

Mail to:

이

Form 5737: Application for Poverty Exemption

Form 5739: Affirmation of Ownership and Occupancy

Required Documentation: Federal and state income tax returns, or Form 4988 for those

not required to file tax returns.

DANBY TOWNSHIP BOARD OF REVIEW

c/o Heather Hoffman, Assessor

PO Box 175

Lowell, MI 49331

3. Income Documentation: Must include federal/state income tax returns for all household

members from the current or preceding year, or file Form 4988 for any who were not required

to file returns.

4. Identification: Must provide valid photo ID -proving residency

5. Proof of Ownership: May be required to provide deed, land contract, or other ownership

documentation.

6. Income Limit: Household gross income must not exceed the Federal Poverty Guidelines as

published by the U.S. Department of Health & Human Services (prior year's figures apply).

7. Asset Level Limit: Total household assets (excluding the principal residence, essential household

goods, and first ($20,000- previous) of the market value of one or two vehicles up to

$20,000.00.

Assets Include but are not limited to:

Real estate (other than homestead), additional vehicles, recreational vehicles, boats, trailers, CDs,

stocks, bonds, checking/savings accounts, retirement accounts, reverse mortgage proceeds, and non-

essential items.

Not to exceed 10 acres as long as they have split rights.
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Assets Do Not Include:

Essential household goods such as appliances, furniture, dishes, clothing.

Right to Appeal

Filing Form 5737 constitutes an appearance before the Board of Review, preserving the right to appeal

to the Michigan Tax Tribunal.

Resolution Adoption

The foregoing resolution was offered by Board Member: Hoppes

Supported by Board Member: D. Platte

Roll Call Vote:

"Aye": Nurenberg, Hoppes, D. Platte, Schafer, K. Platte

"Nay": none

The Supervisor declared the resolution adopted.

I, Kristina Platte, the duly elected and acting Clerk of Danby Township, hereby certify that the foregoing

resolution was adopted by the township board at its regular meeting held on July 24, 2025, at which a

quorum was present, by roll call vote as set forth above. The resolution was ordered to take immediate

effect.

The Township Clerk declared the resolution ADOPTED on: July 24, 2025

DANBY Township Clerk | Date: July 24, 2025

Contribution to City of Portland Recreation - The board discussed the recreation program the City of

Portland runs and agrees that a contribution should be made for kid's to participate, but does not agree

with contributing to the funding for adults to participate.

Motion by Nurenberg Seconded by Schafer CARRIED

Grant a contribution in the amount of $6,000.00 to City of Portland for Recreation.

Contribution to IM Safe of lonia -

Motion by D. Platte Seconded by Schafer CARRIED

Grant a contribution in the amount of $3,500.00 to IM Safe Program of lonia.

Special Use Permit for Little Buck's Child Care - The ZBA approved the zoning exception for the Little

Buck's Child Care and the Planning Commission sent to Danby Township Board for approval.

Motion by D. Platte Seconded by K. Platte CARRIED

Approve the special use permit for Little Buck's Child Care.

Zoning and Assessing: Mitchel Hoppes presented his Zoning Administrator report. Heather Hoffman

presented her Assessor report.

Commission and Committee Reports:

Road Issues - Supervisor Platte stated the brine is done, gravel should be going down within next two

weeks.

Officer Reports:
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Fire Runs -7 fire runs in June, for a total of 17 for the 2025 year.

Bills - The bills were presented and Clerk Platte asked permission to pay additional bills: Gannett

Newspaper and Jeanne Vandersloot for website hosting.

Motion by K. Platte Seconded by Hoppes CARRIED

Pay the bills as presented along with: Gannett Newspaper and Jeanne Vandersloot for website

hosting.

Treasurer's Report - Treasurer Hoppes presented the balances as of June 30, 2025, as $1,039,188.67.

Treasurer Hoppes also presented the board with a monthly report detailing her actions for the month.

Motion by D. Platte Seconded by Schafer CARRIED

Place Treasurer Report on file.

Cemetery Business: Cemetery Sexton Bill Nurenberg stated there was 1-full burial in July. The 5

cemetery stones that were stolen (date and who stole them not known) were returned. The tractor for

the cemetery needs to be repaired. The foundations are all caught up.

Announcements: The next regular meeting is Thursday August 28, 2025 @ 7:00 p.m.

Adjournment:

Motion by Schafer Seconded by D. Platte CARRIED

Adjourn the meeting at 8:22 p.m.

L mit
Kristina Platte

Danby Township Clerk


